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Saracens to the confines of Poland. The Rhine is not more im-
passable than the Euphrates, and the Arabian fleet might have
sailed^ without a naval combat, into the mouth of the Thames."
He speculates on the probable effect of such an expedition on
the theology of Oxford; but from such contingent calamities
Christendom was delivered, humanly speaking, by the courage of
one man, Charles Martel, the illegitimate son of the elder
Pepin. No sooner had he collected his forces than he sought
and found the enemy in the centre of France., between Poi-
tiers and Tours. In six days of desultory combat the horsemen
and archers of the east maintained their advantage,, but in the
closer onset of the seventh day they were crushed, as it were,
by the Christians under Charles, whose title of Hammer, at-
tached to his name, well expresses his weighty and irresistible
strokes. The victory was complete; Aquitaine was recovered
by Eudes; and the Arabs, who were soon driven beyond the
Pyrenees by Charles, never more attempted the conquest of
France. Within a quarter of a century Spain was severed
from the Khalifat, and the opposite coast of Barbary became
an independent sovereignty under Edrisi, a descendant of Ali.
The submission of Egypt, as early as the reign of Omar, facili-
tated the conquest of Africa, which, after some previous un-
successful attempts, had been accomplished by Akbah, the
general of Moawiyah, who advanced as far as the Atlantic.
" If," exclaimed this enthusiast, a my career had not been
checked by the ocean, I would still go on proclaiming, great
God, the unity of Thy holy name, and putting to the sword
the rebellious nations who worship any other gods. Within a
century from the Hejirah, the traitor Count Julian invited
Mousa, the general of the Khalifs, to the invasion of Spain,
and the insulated rock of Gibraltar preserves, in its corrupted
form, the name of Tarik his lieutenant, who, in the battle of
Xeres, extinguished the Gotliic monarchy. Mousa, jealous of
his deputy, afterwards appeared in person, and completed the
conquest. The African Moslems were invited by a youth,
who had been severely sentenced for carrying off a nun, to the
conquest of Sicily, which thus became a province of their
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